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The Good Seed 


One of the Sundays after the Epiphany has a Gospel with a 
dramatic little parable which has lost none of its force today. In it 
Christ pictures a farmer, who, having sown good seed in his field, re- 
tires for the night; then one of his enemies appears and sows a fast- 
spreading weed called cockle among the good wheat seed. This 
scene could well be applied today to the Catholic Press, the good 
seed planted with much care and labor, struggling against the fast- 
spreading cockle of a worldly press which is attempting to choke it 
out. 

Are YOU feeding your 
mind on the good wheat, 
or on the poisonous cockle? 
That is, are good Catholic 
magazines, booklets and f 
newspapers coming regular- Z— 
ly into your home, or are Fi I) 
you playing right into the ff 


enemy’s hands by reading ( fl 
Kh 


only the cheap, trivial, and 





often dangerous products of 
the secular press? Why not 
during February, month of 
the Catholic Press, gather 











| 
these “into bundles to burn”! and sit down now to order Catholic 
magazines and papers which will instruct as well as entertain you, help 


you to see the real meaning behind daily events, and, finally, do their 
part in seeing that you are “gathered into the (heavenly) barns’? 


Among these Catholic magazines and booklets we hope 
you will place high on the list: 


Tabernacle & Purgatory 


Subscription: $2.00 a year; 2 years, $3.00 
(Canada and foreign countries $2.25 a year; 2 years, $3.50) 


and 


The Benedictine Booklets 
(See inside back cover.) 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Lourdes, France has long been famous for the mirac- 
ulous cures that have been received there. Its history 
began when Bernadette Soubirous, a simple country child, 


was privileged to behold the Immaculate Mother of God 


and be the recipient of her confidence eighteen times. 





1958 —MARY’S Year! 


OR a second time within this decade, the Church is pre- 
paring to celebrate a Jubilee Year in honor of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. The first was the Marian Year, extending 
from December 8, 1953 to December 8, 1954, commemo- 

rating the centenary of the definition of the _ Immaculate Con- 
ception. Now we are to celebrate the centenary of the Appari- 
tions of Our Blessed Mother at Lourdes, from February 11, 1958 
to February 11, 1959. These two Jubilees are closely linked 
because of their nature, for it was in the Lourdes Apparitions, 
which took place four years after the proclamation of the dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception, that Mary revealed herself as 
the IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. Both were proclaimed 
by an Encyclical issued by Pope Pius XII, and both have a spe- 
cial message for the world. 


February 11, 1858 was the date when the Blessed Virgin 
first appeared to Bernadette Soubirous in the grotto near 
Lourdes. On March 24, the day before the feast of the Annun- 
ciation, she announced: “I am the Immaculate Conception.” 
July 16, feast of the Scapular of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, was 
the date of the last of the eighteen apparitions with which Ber- 
nadette was favored. These dates will have special significance 
in the Jubilee Year, as will also August 15, the feast of the As- 
sumption, when the mystery of the Immaculate Conception 
reaches its fullest flowering in the crowning of our Immaculate 
Mother as Queen of heaven and earth. 


It is said that among other important events, one of out- 
standing significance will be the International Mariological and 
Marian Congresses scheduled for September in the week of the 
10th to the 17th. Many pilgrimages will be made from the 
United States and other countries, and those who are able to 
take part in this aspect of the celebrations will have lifelong 
memories to cherish of never-to-be-forgotten sights and of par- 
ticipation in the beautiful and sacred ceremonies at the Shrine 
of Lourdes as well as at other European places of interest. Fur- 
ther, Pope Pius XII has announced that a plenary indulgence 
will be granted to all who make a pilgrimage to the grotto of 
Lourdes and receive the Sacraments of Penance and the Holy 
Eucharist and pray for his intentions. 
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Mary’s Message 


Mary gave a particular message when she visited Lourdes. 
This message has often been repeated within the last decades, 
and so its familiar ring must not cause us to be deaf to its inner- 
most urgency, for it is simply: PENANCE, PENANCE, PEN- 
ANCE! Mary gave that same message at La Salette, at Fatima, 
at Beauraing, and in other apparitions to favored souls. The 
message is that of St. John the Baptist when he was preparing 
the way of the Lord before His advent in Bethlehem. And Mary 
gives it now because she is also a “Precursor of the Lord.” She 
calls us to “repentance” because that is the first requirement 
in preparing the world for the reign of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and His triumph over His enemies. Jesus triumphs over His 
enemies in the measure that He reigns in souls and over the lives 
of men. But it is through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, that 
Heart that has always been preserved from the slightest stain, 
that souls are brought to Jesus. In her is “all grace of the way.” 

It is Mary’s privilege of “immaculateness” which the 1954 
Jubilee and the present one of the Lourdes Apparitions so viv- 
idly keep before our minds. Mary’s immaculateness is in strong 
contrast to our sinfulness, and certainly this Jubilee Year with 
its urgent call to repentance is God-sent. Our Holy Father 
sadly reminds us that there is great need for repentance and 
spiritual renewal, because many people have forsaken God, the 
Fountain of Living Water, and have dug for themselves cisterns, 
broken cisterns that can hold no water (cf. Jer. 2:13). He con- 
tinues: “Our Pontificate is burdened with ever so many cares, 
anxieties and troubles because of the grave calamities and be- 
cause of the straying of many from truth and virtue.” 

This straying of so many from truth and virtue is the chief 
concern of the Holy Father, and it must be the chief concern 
of all the members of his flock. In his Encyclical letter to the 
French Bishops, he points out the reasons for so many defec- 
tions and so much indifference to the things of God and the 
spiritual life. Listen to his words: 

“The world, which in our day offers so many legitimate 
motives for pride and security, knows also a terrible temptation 
to materialism. This materialism is found not only in the con- 
demned philosophy which rules the politics and economic life of 
a segment of society; it rages also in the love of money, the ruin 
of which increases according to the dimensions of modern enter- 
prises. It expresses itself in the cult of the body, in the excessive 
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search for comforts, and the flight from all austerities of life. 
It prompts some to despise life, life which is destroyed before 
it is able to see the light of day. It resides in the unrestrained 
search for pleasure which attempts to seduce souls, still pure, 
with salacious reading matter and entertainments. It shows 
itself in the lack of interest in one’s brother, in the selfishness 
which crushes man with injustice. Society contests the supreme 
right of God—and the Motherly Virgin sends out a cry of alarm. 
She reminds us of the austere steps of Christian conversion.” 


His Holiness then directs an appeal to every class in the 
Church, beginning with the clergy, and asks of each a renewal 
of spiritual life and fervor. At the school of Mary, he says, will 
be learnt how to live in the world and to await with faith the 
hour of Jesus, even if the waiting be at the foot of the Cross. 
The religious consecrated to God will, guided by their vows, 
fight victoriously under the standard of Mary against the un- 
reasonable greed for independence, for riches and pleasure. They 
will oppose the onslaught of evil with the weapons of prayer and 
penance, and with victories of charity. 

As for Christian families, the Holy Father asks them to 
consecrate themselves in a special way to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary. This act of piety will constitute a precious spiritual 
aid for married couples in the practice of the duties of chastity 
and conjugal faithfulness. It will preserve purity in the atmos- 
phere in which the children grow up. It will make the family, 
by its devotion to Mary, a living cell of social regeneration and 
apostolic penetration. 

But the Holy Father envisions also the influence of a spir- 
itual renewal in professional and civic relationships. In the 
church, in the home, in society, the message of Our Lady of 
Lourdes must be translated into action. 

In particular the Holy Father suggests the means of return 
to God and growth in virtue: daily conformance to the Com- 
mandments of God; proper guidance of youth, that they may 
grow up generous, pure and unblemished; in domestic life, in- 
violate faithfulness; the saintly education of children; justice for 
the oppressed; freedom for the Church throughout the world. 

“The Church would have a right to expect great good if 
each pilgrim to Lourdes and all Christians—united in heart with 
the Centenary celebrations—realized in the first place this ac- 
tion of sanctification in himself ‘not in word, neither with the 
tongue, but in deed and truth’ ” (1 John 3:18). 
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The following, then, might be suggested for a Marian Year 
Program for every child of Mary: Promise Our Blessed Mother 
to live a life of piety, more sincere, more profound and intense 
from day to day. Promise to watch over the purity of your 
morals and your life. Promise never to open your mind to cer- 
tain ideas and principles that have disastrous effects by evil 
reading, indecent entertainment, sinful fashions, malicious prac- 
tices. Repress the immoderate craving for excessive pleasures, 
greed for the goods of this world, and seek to show forth the 
charity of Christ in all your doings. 

Take as a motto to remind you of your resolve to make this 
truly Mary’s year: Be with me, Mary! All for you and nothing 
without you! Then Mary, Mediatrix of All Graces, who plays 
so great a part in the history of Redemption and Salvation, will 
be able to fulfil in your life the words of Holy Wisdom: “They 
that work by Me shall not sin,” and you will be helping her to 
play her part in the sanctification of the Church and of the 
world. 


What Must I Do? 


MONG the many beautiful admonitions given by Our Lord 

to St. Catherine of Genoa was this: “When you pray the 

Our Father, take the words ‘Thy will be done’ for your guide 

in all things that concern your spiritual and temporal welfare— 

your children, your friends and relatives and your possessions, 
and in everything that may happen to you.” 

This is truly a golden maxim for all who wish to serve God 
and who sincerely ask themselves: “What must I do?” — Do 
the will of God as it is manifested to you in the daily duties and 
happenings of life. This is the heart of Christian life; it is Chris- 
tian life itself. 

St. Catherine lived entirely in these sentiments. ‘“God’s 
goodness is just this’—she said—‘“that He guides and directs 
everything at all times, in every place, and in every manner, 
and that He always wills what is best for us. We may wish for 
nothing better than what happens to us, as of its own accord, 
believing that thus it was destined by Divine Providence.” 
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You need the Catholic Press for your own 
spiritual growth and guidance. It needs your sup- 
port to fulfil its mission. 




















Children of Light 


of Candlemas, a beautiful Feast of Light. On this day 

candles are blessed and a candlelight procession is held. 

Borne in the hands of the faithful, these sacramentals, 
so deeply symbolic, teach a lesson to each and every Christian 
soul. 

To understand and appreciate fully the meaning of light, 
we have only to know the experience of being in darkness. Now 
the only real darkness, the only darkness to be feared, is the 
darkness of sin. In St. John’s first Epistle we find the beautiful 
phrase, “God is light.” Thus, when God is driven from the soul 
by mortal sin, that soul is plunged into utter darkness, the dark- 
ness of spiritual death, and unless God’s grace is restored to the 
soul through contrition and the Sacrament of penance (where 
that is possible), eternal darkness will be its lot. When Christ, 
the Light of the World, came to us in Bethlehem that first 
Christmas night, all the darkness which had oppressed the hu- 
man race since Adam’s fall was dispersed, and the Sun of Jus- 
tice began His Redemptive work, the end of which was to lead 
mankind to the joys of the eternal kingdom of light and love. 

The candle, so often-used as a symbol of Christ, the Light 
of the World, teaches us first of all the lesson of faith. When 
the light of faith illumines the mind, true light is received, the 
light which is to be our guide through the night of our earthly 
life. This light entered the soul at baptism, and every soul in 
the state of grace can rightly be called a child of light. 

The blessed candle also symbolizes hope, that wonderful 
virtue which keeps our hearts and souls raised heavenward, dis- 
pelling sadness and the darkness of despair. That is why can- 
dles, the symbols of resurrection and eternal life, surround the 
coffin and offer consolation to the bereaved when death strikes 


() N February 2, Holy Mother Church celebrates the Feast 
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a loved one. To those who have received the supernatural vir- 
tue of hope, there is a light beyond the darkness, a victory in 
death, a heaven beyond the grave. 

Perhaps the most striking symbolism of the candle is that 
of charity, or love. God is love, and the life of the Son of God 
was one of consuming love: “Greater love than this no one has, 
than that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). 
His death on the Cross revealed to us the very consummation of 
love, when, just as the burning candle, He who had spent His 
life enlightening and consoling, finally consumed Himself for 
souls. 

Yes, the candle, the pure burning sentinel of faith, hope 
and love, is rich in symbolism, and how often it is the lone sen- 
tinel before the tabernacle of God—a beacon to all men to come 
to the haven of rest, peace and refuge which is the Blessed Sac- 
rament. 

Just as the feast of Candlemas is one of faith, hope and love 
for the faithful on earth, it is also a feast of light and comfort 
for the dear departed who are detained in the darkness of purga- 
tory. These beloved souls are truly the children of light, who 
have followed the light of faith, responded to the light of hope, 
and now await the eternal light of heaven and the welcoming 
embrace of the “Father of Lights.” To be “partakers of the 
lot of the saints in light” (Col. 1:12), this is the joy that awaits 
them. Thus does Holy Mother Church so often place upon our 
lips the beautiful prayer for the suffering souls: “Eternal rest 
grant them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.” 
Holy Church is a mother, a mother full of tenderness, solicitude 
and love for each of her children; that is why she so often ex- 
horts us to pray for her suffering children who are detained in the 
darkness of purgatory. 

During the month of February, which is Family Month, 
let us in all charity direct our thoughts and prayers to the poor 
souls. Each prayer, each act of self-denial, and especially each 
Holy Mass offered for them brings them closer to the day when 
darkness will be dispelled and they will be led to the glorious 
King of Light, who is Christ, to enjoy eternal beatitude. And 
they, in turn, having been aided by us, will obtain for us precious 
graces, so necessary during the long night of our earthly pil- 
grimage. 


A powerful means of aiding the souls in purgatory is our Associa- 
tion of Perpetual Adoration. Membership is open to both the living 
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and departed and includes a share in the unceasing prayers and other 
good works of all the Sisters of our Congregation. The customary offer- 
ing for ordinary membership is $1.00 for each person; for privileged 
membership, entitling the person to many additional benefits, an offer- 
ing of $10.00 is asked for the maintenance of our Adoration Sanc- 
tuaries. Let the adorers be your living candles, symbolic of your faith, 
hope and love, burning for you and your departed loved ones day and 
night before the Eucharistic Throne of Grace! 


Crusade of Communions for Priests 
offered through 


Mary, Queen of the Clergy 


(Feast, February 2) 


its evils and its possible remedies, We have repeatedly 

thought that one of the main remedies would be precisely 

this: MANY SAINTLY PRIESTS. For history teaches 
us that wherever a saintly and zealous priest was found, 
wherever he had lived—around him, and as if by magic—every- 
thing was renovated, vivified; just as when, in the desert, the 
joy of spring waters surges forth, there too freshness and ver- 
dure triumph immediately over the aridity and desolation.” 
(Pope Pius XII, March, 1956.) 

These words, expressed by the Sovereign Pontiff of the 
Church, point out the close relationship that exists between a 
zealous shepherd and a fervent flock. On the other hand, there 
is a stirring passage in Ezechiel wherein God laments over the 
faithful who are not what they should be because of careless and 
lukewarm shepherds: “My sheep were scattered because there 
was no shepherd. .. My sheep have wandered in every mountain 
and every high hill... for My shepherds did not seek after My 
sheep... And you My flocks, the flocks of My pasture, are 
men: and I am the Lord your God” (Ezech. 34:5,6,8,31). 

When we consider the structure and the mission of the 
Church, we can readily understand that the priest-shepherd is 
the life of the flock. Or, to use another metaphor, priests are 
the channels, the “blood-vessels” that carry the blood of Divine 


[: THIS century, while there is so much useless talk about 
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grace by means of the Sacraments to the members of the Mysti- 
cal Body for their nourishment and growth. But Saint Paul 
teaches that in this Mystical Body “the members have care for 
one another” (1 Cor. 12:25), and so, in their turn, the faithful 
have an obligation towards priests, to pray God to give them 
abundant graces that they may be truly “faithful ministers of 
the flock.” 

Our Holy Father instructed the faithful as well as the 
priests on the excellence of prayer to Mary, Queen of the Clergy, 
when he wrote: “In the face of more serious hindrances in the 
path of holiness and the exercise of your ministry, turn your eyes 
and minds trustfully to her who is the Mother of the Eternal 
Priest and therefore Mother of all Catholic Priests. Our Lady 
loves everyone most tenderly, but particularly priests, who are 
the living image of her Jesus... To the beloved Mother of God, 
Mediatress of heavenly graces, We entrust the priests of the 
whole world, in order that, through her intercession, God may 
vouchsafe a generous outpouring of His Spirit, which will move 
all ministers of the altar towards holy living, and through their 
ministry, will spiritually renew the face of the earth.” (Menti 
Nostrae, September 25, 1950.) 

In the light of these foregoing statements, our readers will 
be much interested in the Crusade of Holy Communions for 
Priests under the patronage of Mary, Queen of the Clergy. Its 
object is to supply for the neglect of some of the faithful to pray 
for priests, and to lead a great many to realize their obligation 
to do so—an obligation which is one both of justice and of grati- 
tude. For a neglect of this obligation has disastrous effects on 
the sanctification of priests and hinders the sacred ministry. 


The Crusade of Communions for Priests was inaugurated 
in 1924 by Father Marie-Clement Staub, A.A., the zealous 
founder of the Sisters of Sainte Jeanne d’Arc, who offer their 
dedicated lives to the Sacred Heart for priests. The idea be- 
hind the Crusade is to stimulate the zeal of the faithful and to 
inspire them to pray more for priests. This Crusade is not a 
formally constituted confraternity, but it is a means of motivat- 
ing individuals who look for strength in numbers and are en- 
couraged by the example of others. 

The aim of the Crusade is to impress upon Catholics the 
sublimity and the effectiveness of Holy Communion as a help 
to priests, and to have the greatest possible number of Commun- 
ions offered for priests. For the Holy Eucharist is not just a 


298 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 





symbol to be honored and a food to be received for the life of 
one’s own soul; it is food for the whole Mystical Body, and all 
the members share in some degree in every Communion that is 
received into that Body. It is suggested that Communions be 
offered to the Sacred Heart of Jesus through the Immaculate 
Heart of the Queen of the Clergy. It is hoped, by increasing the 
Communions offered for the clergy, to afford spiritual assistance 
to all priests from the Sovereign Pontiff down to the priest in the 
humblest part of the Vineyard; to encourage aspirants to the 
priesthood; and finally, to bring comfort to deceased priests who 
suffer in purgatory. 


The intention of the Communions offered may be for the clergy 
as a whole, or for different ranks of the hierarchy. The following or- 
der constitutes the ‘“‘Sacerdotal Week”’ of the Sisters of Sainte Jeanne 
d’Are: — 

Sunday, for Our Holy Father, the Pope. 
Monday, for their Eminences, the Cardinals. 
Tuesday, for Archbishops and Bishops. 
Wednesday, for deceased Priests. 

Thursday, for the diocesan Clergy. 

Friday, for Priests in religious orders. 
Saturday, for future Priests. 


To take part in this Crusade, one must: — 


1. Promise to offer once a week, or at least once a month, on a 
certain day, a Communion for priests in general, or for a special cate- 
gory as indicated above. 


2. Send in the number of Communions thus offered for priests to: 
The Crusade of Communions for Priests 
1681, Chemin St. Louis 
Quebec, 6, P.Q., Canada 


Generous persons who endeavor to spread the idea among 
friends and propagate the Crusade thus become “apostles.” 
They can obtain from the address above blanks to list the num- 
ber of Communions and return to the Sisters of Sainte Jeanne 
d’Arc, who are anxious for this information. 

Naturally those who take part in this Crusade of Commun- 
ions also derive personal benefits. There is first of all the spir- 
itual grace coming from a good Communion, which is all yours 
and can be shared with no one. Further, you can count on a 
special protection from the Blessed Virgin, Queen of the Clergy, 
who cherishes everything done for priests. You will participate 
in a special way in the sacerdotal life of all the priests you help 
through your Communions, for “he who helps an apostle should 
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be rewarded as an apostle.” You will participate in the prayers 
and sacrifices of the Sisters of Sainte Jeanne d’Arc. - Further- 
more, you will have a special share in the solemn Masses sung 
each year at the Motherhouse of these Sisters on February 2, 
feast of Mary, Queen of the Clergy, on Holy Thursday, and 
December 27, feast of St. John, patron of priests. 

This Crusade has been frequently blessed and encouraged 
by Pope Pius XI and Pope Pius XII, as well as commended by 
many leading members of the hierarchy of Holy Mother Church. 
It is rapidly extending throughout the world. 

Too few of the faithful realize how heavy for human shoul- 
ders is the priestly ministry. It would be heavier still if the 
priest could not look to the members of the Mystical Body 
whom he serves, for support in prayer and sacrifice. This recip- 
rocating of spiritual help is for the faithful, as we said above, 
an obligation both of justice and of gratitude. The beautiful 
prayer given here may be a further inspiration to some to pray 
more frequently for priests. 

May Mary, gracious Queen of Priests, bless all who devote 
themselves to this Crusade, which must be most dear to her 
Heart. 


Prayer to Mary, Queen of the Clergy 


O Mary, inspiring Queen of the Clergy, who was given as a 
Mother to St. John on the morrow of his priestly ordination, 
and who didst join with the Apostles in persevering prayer on 
the day of Pentecost, deign, we beseech thee, to pray with us 
for the successors of the Apostles: for the Pope, for all Bishops 
and Priests, that their sacred ranks may be multiplied, and that, 
after the example of Thy Son, Jesus, they may labor successfully 
to support the weak, to comfort the afflicted, to convert sinners, 
and to spread on earth the Kingdom of God, who liveth and 
reigneth forever and ever. Amen. 


Mary, Queen of the Clergy, pray for us! 


a 


Spiritual Vitamin for February 


O Mary, bless this house where thy name is always blessed. 
Praise forever be to Mary Immaculate, the ever-Virgin Mother, 
blessed amongst women, the Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Queen of Paradise. 
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The Enthronement is. . . 


The Open Door to Love and Peace 


in Heart and Home. 


eignty of the Sacred Heart of Jesus over the Christian 

family—a recognition affirmed and outwardly expressed 

by the solemn installation of the image of the Sacred 
Heart in a place of honor in the home, accompanied by the Act 
of Consecration, and made permanent by a life of close union 
with the Divine Guest. Through the ceremony and the Act of 
Consecration, the Sacred Heart is installed and proclaimed Head 
and Master of the home—not a Master who remains cold and 
aloof, enveloped in majesty and caring only for homage, but One 
who seeks to become an intimate member of the family circle, 
presiding as Father, sharing its daily life as Friend and Brother. 

And since it is as King of Love that He enters the family and 
presides and works in the home, He also instils the spirit of love 
into all the members of the family. He wishes to establish with 
each one the sweet relationship of father and child, of brother 
and sister, in a spirit of love, confidence and self-surrender. 
Thus the royalty of Jesus which the family proclaims by the 
Enthronement is a royalty of love. The homage it pledges to 
His Sacred Heart is above all else the homage of love. 

When the family makes its dedication permanent by 
LIVING the Enthronement, the spirit of love gradually pene- 
trates every detail of family life, with its inevitable mingling of 
joy and sorrow, happiness and distress. When the mutual and 
daily sacrifices demanded between husband and wife, parents 
and children, brothers and sisters, are gaily accepted for love of 
the Sacred Heart, many petty trials which would otherwise 
cause friction or coldness are brushed aside and become the 
means of practicing virtue. When illness is permeated by the 
same spirit of love, a complete transformation is worked both 
in patient and attendants. When the daily round of duties is 
discharged for love of the Sacred Heart, even the bitterest com- 
plaints are stifled. Education becomes an easy task and the 
children’s future assured if they obey their parents in order to 
please the King of the Home. 


In His quality of King, Our Lord has a right to expect our 


+ HE Enthronement is the formal recognition of the sover- 
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most devoted and loving service. We pledged this to Him at our 
baptism; we renewed our pledge at confirmation, when we ranged 
ourselves under His banner as His soldiers; we pledge it anew 
each time we receive the sacraments. 

Great indeed is the honor of being subjects of such a 
King, of serving a Monarch who is so lavish with His love and 
His gifts. But this privilege places upon us corresponding duties. 
It is a challenge for us to walk in His footsteps, to imitate His 
humility, His charity, His patience, His goodness, His obedience, 
His self-denial, and all those wonderful virtues which He prac- 
ticed from the crib to the Cross. Our loyalty to Him should be 
as unswerving as that of Ethai, the brave captain of King David, 
who swore allegiance to his king in these words: “As the Lord 
liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, in what place soever thou 
shalt be, my lord, O king, either in death or in life, there will 
thy servant be” (2 Kings 15:21). Our readiness to obey Him 
should be like that of Samuel: “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant 
heareth!” and that of Paul, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
do?” 

The Enthronement, lived in such dispositions of soul, will 
make of the home a true haven of peace and love, where the Sa- 
cred Heart will delight to dwell, and where happiness will reign 
despite the storms and trials of life. 


Home Where Love Reigns 


CONTEMPLATIVE monk once said that we seek in many 
directions to find a solution for the social ills and prob- 
lems of the world, but we pass over the one unfailing 
remedy, without which all the others are going to be 
impotent, and that one unfailing remedy is devotion to the 
Sacred Heart. The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the 
home is a Crusade to take our Divine Lord’s love and bring it 
very definitely into the lives of the people; and when they are 
set on fire by the flaming love that burns in this Divine Heart, 
their own love will enkindle fire in the hearts of others, so that 
the fire of Our Lord’s love will be spread throughout the world. 
One of the Fathers of the Sacred Hearts, whose special 
apostolate is to preach the reign of the Sacred Heart, gives this 
beautiful picture of a home in which the Enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart is a living reality: 
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“In a city down south where I was working at the time, I 
was invited to spend an evening with a family that was greatly 
devoted to the Sacred Heart. The front door of that home 
opened right into the living room, and when I stepped into the 
room, the first thing that caught my attention was a beautiful 
picture of the Sacred Heart over the mantlepiece, with a little 
vigil light burning before it, and a couple of vases of flowers. 
Anyone coming into that home would know immediately that 
this family had a special 
love for our Divine Lord, 
and I realized that here was 
a home in which the Sacred 
Heart had been truly en- 
throned. There were chil- 
dren in the home; I heard 
them as soon as I came in 
the front door. There was a 
little girl about nine 
years, another one about six 
or seven, a boy about four, and a baby boy in a play pen. 





“The mother visited with me for a few minutes and then 
left me with the children while she went to prepare the meal. 
At once they came up to me, pleading: ‘Father, read us a story!’ 
and the books they handed me to read weren’t comic magazines. 
They were little stories about Our Lord and our Blessed Mother, 
and about the angels and saints. And those books were so dog- 
eared and so worn and torn that I realized the children knew 
them much better by this time than the people who had written 
them. After reading them some stories, to which they listened 
attentively, I said to the little flaxen-haired girl of six standing 
beside me: “Tell me, where in all the world does Our Lord love 
best to live?? Without a moment’s hesitation, that little child 
pointed to her heart and said: ‘Right here, in my heart!’ 


“Our Lord and our Blessed Mother were such realities to 
those little children. The first baby-word they learned to speak 
was the Holy Name of Jesus; and the second word they were 
taught was ‘Mother Mary.’ Standing by my side that evening, 
they asked me: ‘Father, do you love Mother Mary? Did you 
see Mother Mary’s picture up there?’ (There was a beautiful 
picture of Our Blessed Mother on the wall, and really I never 
saw Our Blessed Mother in a lovelier setting than in a home. 
She looked so much at home in that little home in Kentucky!) 
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“The Angelus bell rang out from the church at six o’clock, 
and the mother at once stopped her work, came in before the 
picture of Our Blessed Mother, the little ones ranged along side 
her, and together they prayed the Angelus. They had morning 
and night prayers together and prayed the Rosary daily in a 
little family group. And in that home the mother and father 
felt that daily Mass and Communion were the most important 
contribution to their home, to their children, to their happiness. 
So even with the four little ones, they contrived to get to Holy 
Mass and Communion every day. The mother went to the first 
Mass, and when she returned home, as soon as the children 
heard her footsteps at the door, there would be a rush to the 
door for the Communion kiss. Mother had just been over to 
church; she had Jesus in her heart. She was bringing Jesus 
home to them, and this was the kiss of Jesus. Many times she 
would kiss them before the day was over, but this was the big 
kiss of the day. 


“And when the father returned from his Holy Mass and 
Communion, there was a second rush to the door for the Com- 
munion kiss. It was truly a wonderful home—a home where 
there was great peace, great charity, and great understanding. 
There were problems, because married life is a very difficult life 
and has its special problems. But they were going to the right 
one for help—to the Sacred Heart, who gave the husband and 
wife to each other in the Sacrament of Matrimony and who gave 
them their children. 


“Not long afterward the husband called me on the phone 
and invited me to come and help celebrate his wife’s birthday 
by keeping a Holy Hour with them. Never before had I been 
invited to a home to keep a Holy Hour in celebration of a birth- 
day! Well, we had our Holy Hour, kneeling before the picture 
of the Sacred Heart. There were special flowers—red roses— 
for Him on this feast day of the mother of the family. And 
kneeling there we had our Holy Hour. The mother was holding 
her baby, and the father had a little one, and the other two 
were beside me. We talked to Our Blessed Lord and told Him 
how much we loved Him, and how grateful we were for His love 
of us. We told Him how much we loved His Blessed Mother, 
and I imagine we even sang a hymn or two. Certainly we also 
said some prayers, and after the Holy Hour was over, we had a 
birthday party—ice cream and cake and candy, and all the 
things that go with birthday parties. 
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“It was truly a wonderful home, but it had not been that 
way always. When that young couple had married, there was 
a round of partying and social pleasures and much social drink- 
ing, even to the point where perhaps sin, or certainly the dangers 
of sin came into their lives. Then suddenly they realized that 
they were throwing their love away and abusing the precious 
Sacrament of Matrimony, and they made a change. They in- 
vited a wonderful priest, who told them about our Divine Lord’s 
great love for their home, and they had him enthrone the Sacred 
Heart, and after that their little home became another Nazareth. 
They had Jesus in the home, and Our Blessed Mother and St. 
Joseph as the model of the wife and the husband. And now 
they have formed this magnificent home, and I think when our 
Divine Lord looks down over the homes of the world and finds 
so many in which He has no place at all, it must delight His 
Sacred Heart to see that little home in Kentucky, because it 
reminds Him so much of the home that He Himself had at Naz- 
areth.” (Father Andrew Jahn, SS.CC.) 


During this month of February, devoted in a special way 
to the Holy Family and the hidden life at Nazareth, may many 
other families invite the King of Love to reign in their home, 
and make of it a little paradise on earth where love, peace and 
joy bind the members to each other and to the Sacred Heart in 
a union which nothing can disturb or destroy; a home where the 
spirit of worldliness is a stranger, and where juvenile delin- 
quency is an unknown quantity. 





oe Do you want a practical and excellent booklet about the Enthrone- 
ment, its meaning and spirit, how it is carried out, Night Adora- 
tion in the home, the part boys and girls take in spreading love 
for the Sacred Heart as little Apostles? Send for: Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in the Home—15¢ 


* And for a timely and really helpful booklet on maintaining a truly 
Christian and happy home life ask for: Why Not Make Your Home 
Ideal ?—15¢ 


* Then in Favors from the King—15¢, you will read the accounts 
of wonderful graces granted to six different families after they 
had the Enthronement in their home. These stories are actual ex- 
periences of Father Mateo—the founder of the Enthronement— 
and told in his own words. 


S Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“Now Is the Acceptable Time” 


ENT with its forty days of, special grace—St. Paul tells us 
| in the Epistle read the first Sunday of this holy season— 
is a “time of salvation,”—a time to prepare for eternity. 
“Behold, NOW is the acceptable time, NOW is the day 
of salvation.” The Church exhorts Catholics to direct their 
thoughts to their eternal destiny, to evaluate their spiritual 
standing, and by abstinence, fast, mortification, almsgiving, 
prayer and meditation, to redeem the time wasted heretofore. 
Every one of us needs a spiritual awakening; we need to 
stir ourselves up to a more earnest and fervent life. Now is the 
time of grace. We hope some day to share in Our Lord’s eternal 
glory, but if we wish to share in His glory we must also share in 
His humiliations and in His Passion here on earth. We must 
daily “take up our cross.” 'To take up our cross means penance 
and self-denial. Penance, we must realize however, is not a mat- 
ter of “giving up” this and that. Penance is an attitude of mind 
by which we unite our minds and wills to Christ, and endure the 
hardships of daily life with patience and long-suffering. There 
must also be voluntarily self-imposed acts of self-denial in vari- 
ous forms, particularly interior acts of virtue, and prayer, which 
is one of the most effective ways of atonement. 

All of us need something of the faith and fervor of the early 
Christian martyrs—and the courage of the martyrs of our own 
day—who died for love of Christ. They loved Him and were 
loyal to Him because they knew Him. They learned to know 
Him by their participation in the Holy Sacrifice and in meeting 
Him in Holy Communion. They meditated on His Life and 
Passion. They found strength in Him who is “our Strength.” 
Our Lenten good works will profit us by laying up treasure for 
us in heaven; they will instruct our minds, and teach us heavenly 
discipline, and, purifying us from our old life, prepare us for 
heavenly mysteries. Let us then use this time of salvation well. 
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Time Was... 


HE hour-glass has become obsolete as a device for measur- 
gi ing time. In a way this is to be regretted, because in its 
own way it was really significant. To see the grains of 
sand dwindling slowly yet relentlessly away through the 
slender waist of the glass was a reminder that time was fleeting, 
and that, in the motto of medieval clock-makers, one should 
make good use of the precious, all-too-few moments. True, now- 
adays one occasionally meets people who are obsessed with the 
notion of saving time or with the fear of losing a moment. Their 
minutes are measured with scrupulous accuracy. They have 
methods and systems for keeping track of the seconds which 
would drive most of us to distraction. And yet in reality they 
may be wasting their time in useless activity. 


What, then, is the honest test of whether or not we are 
making good use of our time? Not the mere “keeping busy” at 
one task after another from morning till night. Not the accu- 
mulation of finished work at the end of the day. We may do all 
this and still be sadly wasting our time. No—the true test of 
whether or not we are using time well is the one that will be ap- 
plied to our minutes when the striking of all earthly timepieces 
has ceased for us. Then all that will interest us is: Have I used 
my time for the love of God and the winning of His kingdom? 


Time is given us to use for the love and service of God. We 
may, and indeed we must, use it at the same time for many other 
things, but with the ultimate purpose of loving and serving God. 
In proportion as the love and service of God is the last object of 
our will, the motive to which all other motives in our actions are 
subordinate, in that exact proportion we are saving time for 
eternity. 


The great, and ultimately the only business of our lives, as 
the little catechism tells us, is to love and serve God in this life, 
so as to be happy with him forever in eternity. “What does it 
profit a man to gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his 
soul?” is a question of supreme importance. It can be applied to 
every instant of our lives. What do we gain by snatching from 
the present moment all that it offers for this world, if thereby we 
lose it for heaven? Every instant is meant to carry us just so 
much nearer to God, just so much higher in heaven. It is en- 
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tirely up to us, to our own free choice, to make our moments prof- 
itable for eternity. Not one of them will ever come back to 
repeat its offer or renew its opportunity. The moments do not 
wait or delay or falter. Each one comes swiftly, offers its 
chance, and passes on. We shall not see it again till we are asked 
to give an account of it in eternity. 


Life may seem to us to be a solid whole, but it is, in fact, 
more like a mosaic or a tapestry of many stitches. We are con- 
stantly coloring the passing moments, and with these tiny 
threads we weave the whole fabric of our life and our eternity. 
We cannot use more than one moment at a time. It is the use 
of these single moments that determines our destiny. It is cru- 
cially important, then, for us to realize in what the right use of 
time consists. We know that there can be a sort of busy idleness 
—a constant occupation with useless trifles. There can also be 
a continual rush of seemingly important tasks. The one may be 
as great a waste as the other. 


Fortunately, the whole matter is made very simple for us. 
If it were up to us individually to find out the most profitable 
use for each second, to calculate and plan what would be the 
best for each hour, the task would be beyond us. But the whole 
question is most simply answered because the whole purpose of 
our lives is so evident and certain. We were made to know and 
love and serve God. If the passing minutes are helping us to do 
this, then they are well used. 


We use time well and save it for eternity when we live in 
the grace and love of God. The motive of our heart, rather than 
actions, is what determines the merit of our days. To make the 
best use of time, then, we must urge ourselves to a greater and 
deeper love of God, a stronger and purer purpose of serving Him, 
a greater faithfulness in doing His will and a greater courage in 
denying ourselves what offends Him. This is the simple secret 
of using time well, the formula for perfect days. 


It is obvious from all this that time used in sinning is a 
total loss, an absolute waste. Nothing we do during the time we 
remain in mortal sin has any value for heaven, but it may pile up 
an agonizing debt for hell. But the days employed in working 
for God, whether spent in great things or small, in work or in 
play, pleasantly or with struggle—these will come back to bless 
us on the great day of accounting. Our eternity depends on us: 
as we use our time, so do we prepare our eternity. 
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The Mass, God's Precious Gift 


SACRIFICE is offered to God for four ends: first, to 

adore Him; secondly, to thank Him for His favors; 

thirdly, to obtain the pardon of our sins; and fourthly, 

to ask for the graces we need. All these acts (adoration, 
thanksgiving, reparation, and prayer) express the sovereign do- 
minion of God. 

Such is the sublime Sacrifice of the Mass—the continuation 
of that of the Cross. On Calvary the Sacrifice was offered by 
Christ in a bloody manner; on the altar it is still Christ who 
offers it by the ministry of His priests, but in an unbloody man- 
ner. The Sacrifice of the Cross merited our redemption; that 
of the altar applies the fruits of it to our souls. 


It is hardly necessary to insist upon the value of the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. It is God who immolates—God who is 
immolated. What mysteries we have here! The value of this 
Sacrifice is infinite; its glory is reflected upon the saints in heav- 
en; it benefits the dear departed as well as the living; it is the 
only holocaust truly worthy of the Lord who in it sacrifices 
Himself—‘always living to make intercession for us.” 

Oh, what a gift is the Holy Mass! How full an utterance 
has humanity found therein for all its woes, its aspirations, its 
hopes, its affections! How completely bridged over is the dis- 
tance that separated the creature and the Creator! The Mass 
supplies the want of the human soul for an adequate mode of 
approaching God. As a creature before its Creator, we are op- 
pressed with our own inability to worship Him worthily. In the 
Mass the Son of God in His human nature worships the Father 
for us. He prays for us; asks pardon for us; gives thanks for 
us; adores for us. As He is perfect man, He expresses every hu- 
man feeling; as He is perfect God, His utterances have a com- 
plete perfection, an infinite acceptableness. Thus, when we offer 
Mass, we worship the Father with Christ’s worship. We can say 
in truth: “I know I am weak and as nothing before God, yet I 
possess a treasure that is worthy to offer to Him. I have a 
prayer to present to Him all perfect and all powerful, the prayer 
of His only-begotten Son, in whom He is well pleased.” 

Non-Catholics cannot understand why we make such a 
point of attending Mass. They see us go to Mass in all weathers. 
They see us so particular not to be late for Mass and they ask 
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what it all means. Is it not superstition? Do we not, like the 
pharisees, give an undue value to outward observances? May 
we not worship God at home just as well? Ah, if it were really 
only an outward observance! But there is just the difference. 
There stands One among us whom they know not. We believe 
that the Savior is with us. We believe this with a certain, sim- 
ple faith. Even the poorest and most ignorant of us know and 
believe it. They may not know how to express themselves, but 
it is in their hearts, it is written on their faces. 


It is often thought that we come to Mass because the 
Church is so strict in requiring us to do so; but the true state- 
ment of the case is that the law of the Church is so strict because 
Christ is present in the Mass. Is it the pomp and glitter of our 
altars that draws the crowds? Human nature could not be held 
for long by such things alone. No, we adorn our altars because 
we believe Christ is present. This is our faith. It is no new 
thing with us. It is as old as Christianity. It was the comfort 
of the Christians in the catacombs. It was the glory of St. 
Basil and St. Ambrose and St. Augustine. It was the meaning 
of all the glory and magnificence of the Middle Ages. And it is 
our stay and support in this century of knowledge, labor and 
disquiet. 

Yes, strip our altars, leave us only the Bread and the Wine, 
and a rock for our altar, and we will worship with posture as 
lowly and hearts as loving as in the grandest cathedral. Let 
persecution rise; let us be driven from our churches; we will say 
Mass in the woods and caverns, as the early Christians did. We 
know that God is everywhere. We know that nature is His 
temple, wherein pure hearts can find Him and adore Him; but 
we know that it is in the Holy Mass alone that He offers Himself 
to His Father as the Lamb that was slain. How can we forego 
that sweet and solemn action? How can we deprive ourselves of 
that heavenly consolation? “The sparrow hath found herself 
a house and the turtle a nest where she may lay her young, even 
Thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God!” Man’s 
heart has found a home and a resting-place in this vale of tears. 
To us the altar is the vestibule of heaven, and the Host its open 
door. 

It is our delight now to think that, as the sun in its course 
brings daylight to each successive spot on earth, it ever finds 
some priest girding himself to go up to the holy altar; that thus 
the earth is belted, from the rising of the sun unto the going 
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down of the same, with a chain of Masses; that as the din of 
the world commences each day, the groan of the oppressed, the 
cry of the fearful and troubled, the boast of sin and pride, the 
wail of sorrow resounds through the world, the voice of Christ 
ascends at the same time to heaven, supplicating for pardon and 
peace. 

Such are our thoughts about the Holy Mass. Come to 
Mass, and come to pray. When the Lord drew near to Elias 
on the mount, the prophet wrapped his face in his mantle. 
(3 Kings 19:13.) So, when we come to Mass, let us wrap our 
souls in a holy recollection of spirit. Remember what is going 
on. Now pray; now praise; now ask forgiveness; now rest before 
God in quiet love. So will the Mass be a marvelous comfort 
and refreshment to you. You know the smell of the incense 
lingers about the sacred vestments worn at the altar long after 
the service is over; so your soul shall carry away with it as you 
leave the church a celestial fragrance, a breath of the odors of 
paradise, the token that you have received a blessing from Him 
“whose fingers drop with sweet-smelling myrrh.” 








Scheyern Cross 


We are offering a very spe- 
cial premium of a SCHEYERN 
CROSS for each NEW subscrip- 
tion to ‘Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory’’ (not renewals) sent to us 
during FEBRUARY. 

These little crosses are repli- 
cas of the Relic of the True 
Cross revered in the Benedic- 
tine Monastery of Scheyern, 
and have been touched to the 
Relic. Remarkable favors have 
often been obtained through 
their pious use. Each cross 
will be accompanied by an ex- 
planatory leaflet which contains 
prayers. Please state whether 
the premium is to be sent to 
the person sending in the sub- 
scription, or to the one receiving the new subscription if it is not your 
own. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A Light to Those in Darkness 


OLLE, LEGE—TAKE AND READ! — These words led Saint 
i Augustine to pick up the Holy Scriptures and read a pas- 
sage which struck him so forcefully that it brought about 
his conversion after he had long resisted the grace of God. 
Countless other converts have come into the Church because 
they were moved to seek the truth through chance reading. The 
Church has always recognized the vast power of the written 
word as a means of spiritual enlightenment. She has always en- 
couraged the efforts of those who have sought to spread the 
knowledge of God by the written or printed word. But so keenly 
and highly does she regard the value of the Catholic Press in its 
mission of teaching and enlightening souls that she sets aside 
the month of February each year as “Catholic Press Month,” 
to bring to our attention the debt and the honor we owe to 
Catholic publications. 

It is in large measure these publications that bring to the 
mind a deep and stimulating penetration into the Divine mission 
of the Church and make one proud of his Catholic heritage. It 
is the Catholic Press that deepens one’s loyalty to the Church 
because through it he comes to know so many things about his 
Faith that he could never learn in the short Sunday sermon or 
in a few hours of instruction in a formal atmosphere. 

Every Catholic needs to read Catholic papers and maga- 
zines regularly for his own spiritual growth. He needs to read 
Catholic publications for a sound religious training, to stimulate 
an interest in the things of God and His Church. Just as in the 
nation citizens need a paper to inform them about events, prob- 
lems, trends of the time, and news of the world and the home 
locality, so Catholics, citizens of Christ’s Kingdom, need a paper 
to keep them informed on events that are taking place in that 
Kingdom, on the problems that the Church faces, on the trends 
of devotion and the “news” of a thousand kinds. 

A special value of the Catholic Press is its help in evaluating 
not only “Catholic” news but world news in the light of Faith. 
It corrects false and misleading statements of the secular press; 
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it points out dangerous philosophies and movements; it strives 
to infuse supernatural ideals and ethical principles that lead to 
the development of a Catholic viewpoint and enable the reader 
to interpret current religious, social and political news in a cor- 
rect light. 

The Catholic Press has been steadily growing during the 
past few decades, and now has reached a peak in its march 
towards perfection. Catholic newspapers, magazines, pamphlets 
and books combine fine technical skill with excellence in content. 
“Today’s Catholic Press,” says Bishop Gorman, the Episcopal 
chairman of the Press Department of the N.C.W.C., “differs 
from that of a century ago as day from night.” And he adds: “If 
you are one of the skeptics about the worthwhile character of 
the Catholic Press, we suggest that you put yourself right by 
having a present-day look at the new look of our Catholic Press.” 

Some say that they find Catholic reading material “boring.” 
The reason cannot be that the matter is uninteresting in itself, 
because it is just as interesting as what the secular papers put 
out. The secret of boredom lies in a lack of sound interest and 
perhaps even in ignorance of the things of the Faith and of the 
Church. And as long as the Catholic Press is ignored, this 
ignorance will remain, this lack of interest will continue in a 
vicious circle. The remedy is to begin now to cultivate a taste 
for Catholic reading, just as hobbies are cultivated. 

Too many Catholics have permitted their knowledge of the 
Faith to grow dim. Consequently, they have ceased to concern 
themselves about matters of religion outside a perfunctory as- 
sistance at Sunday Mass, the occasional reception of the Sacra- 
ments, and a few hurried daily prayers. The Catholic Press 
strives to correct this indifference and to stimulate a keen in- 
terest in the things that really matter in life. Its purpose is not 
to amuse or satisfy curiosity, but to inform and instruct, to 
guide and elevate, to present truth and right moral principles. 

Not only is the Catholic Press necessary for adults, but also 
and above all it is necessary that growing boys and girls read 
current publications suited to their age. “As the twig is bent, so 
grows the tree,” and few elements influence the thinking and 
ideals of the young so much as the matter they read. Youth is 
subjected to many immoral and consequently “demoralizing” 
influences, and young people need the Catholic Press to guide 
them in evaluating things in their true light, to help them to 
think and to act as loyal Catholics and alert students. 

But after all is said about the value of the Catholic Press, 
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just what is the individual or the Catholic family to do about 
Press Month? First of all, make sure that your subscriptions 
to Catholic newspapers and magazines are paid up, or perhaps 
you will need to take out a subscription or two, in case there is 
no representative Catholic publication in your home. Then try 
to encourage others with whom you come in contact to subscribe 
to a good publication. Give subscriptions as gifts and prizes 
for the many occasions that come up throughout the year. Sub- 
mit a list of names to various publishers of prospects for their 
paper. Pass along your copy so others can profit from it too. 
And last but not least, pray for the apostolate of the Press. 
Someone has suggested this little prayer: “O Jesus, Word made 
Flesh, increase the knowledge of Your teachings through the 
Catholic Press.” 

Finally, Tabernacle and Purgatory is a part of the Catholic 
Press, and we would like to see its power widened and deepened 
by the increase of subscriptions. Can you help in any of the 
ways suggested above? And just as a reminder, the subscription 
price is $2.00 for one year, or $3.00 for two years; in Canada and 
foreign countries, $2.25 for one year and $3.50 for two years. 

Likewise any boost for our Benedictine Booklets will be 
deeply appreciated. May God bless the zealous efforts you make 
to spread a knowledge of Him and His plan for man’s salvation 
by promoting the Catholic Press! 


A Paradise on Earth 


HAT is it that secures happiness in a home? Before every- 
thing else, religion: let all love well our good God, let all 
say their prayers morning and night, let all put their trust in 
Divine Providence. In the next place, union: let the members 
of the household be affectionate toward one another, having only 
one heart and one soul, not saying or doing anything that might 
pain any one of them. Then again, the spirit of sacrifice; let 
them all be ready to do without something in order to make 
another member of the family enjoy it; let them give up their 
own personal tastes to conform to the tastes of others. Finally, 
pliancy of character: let them not be hard to deal with, touchy, 
sour, proud; not obstinately rooted in one’s ideas, not inclined to 
grow impatient about mere nothings, but to have a large mind 
and a generous heart. A family whose members possess these 
qualities is a paradise on earth. 
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‘Holy Hill’ 


Our Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit in Kansas City, Missouri, is known to 
the people of the area by the name of “Holy Hill’—a title conferred by popular 
acclaim because of its location on a knoll overlooking a beautiful, well-traveled 
boulevard and its influence as a center of fervent devotion to the Blessed Sac- 
rament. During the fourteen years of its existence, thousands of Holy Hours 
and Visits have been offered by the laity—individually and in organized groups 
—as well as by the devoted priests and religious of the city. Recently, awards 
of fidelity in the form of Eucharistic badges were bestowed upon 550 women, 
Sentinels of the Blessed Sacrament, for faithfulness in keeping monthly Holy 
Hours for three, five, seven and ten-year periods. (Because of lack of space 
for all in the chapel, the 143 women eligible for one-year awards received theirs 
by mail.) The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Schumacher, Vicar General, who officiated in 
the name of the Bishop, addressed the following inspiring words to the assembly 
after the bestowal of the badges: 


AM happy to welcome each one of the Sentinels of the 

Blessed Sacrament this afternoon to this lovely Shrine of 
Perpetual Adoration. I want to congratulate you for your faith- 
fulness in the hours of adoration you have spent here during the 
past ten years, and to encourage you to continue in your splen- 
did efforts. 

This hill is truly a “Holy Hill.” Overlooking Kansas City, 
majestically emanating from it, comes a spirituality which over- 
comes the materialistic attitude of this busy, bustling metropolis, 
certainly one of the fastest growing areas of the United States. 
This hill is really consecrated ground because it is the chapel, 
home and working place for consecrated Virgins. The Bene- 
dictine Sisters, with their centuries-old tradition, day by day 
are following their motto of “Ora et Labora,” which means to 
pray and to work. Through their years of Perpetual Adoration, 
over the space of every twenty-four hours of every day and 
night, they are working unseen miracles of grace for souls, for 
minds and for bodies. They are doing untold good for the dio- 
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cese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, for the United States, and for 
the entire world, through their hidden lives of prayer and sacri- 
fice. Through their devoted labor they are furnishing hundreds 
of parish churches in this area and in others with the very Bread 
of Life Itself. 


This hill is likewise a blessed burial place because it is the 
tomb of our lately deceased beloved Archbishop Edwin V. 
O’Hara, one of the greatest churchmen of this present century. 
Every day he grows in stature; every day his worth becomes 
more apparent, and every day he is recognized for his true great- 
ness by those who understand. Archbishop O’Hara was a great 
lover of the Eucharist, and a close follower of the modern Pa- 
tron of the Eucharist, St. Pius X. During his lifetime, Arch- 
bishop O’Hara sanctified this shrine by his presence, and he is 
still sanctifying it by his resting-place.* 

This hill is not only a consecrated spot and a blessed burial 
place, but it is the sublime Home of the very Holy of Holies, 
Jesus Christ Himself; and from it goes forth, every day and 
every night, joy and happiness, consolation and comfort, and 
love Divine. Into it, every day and every night, come hundreds 
of pilgrims who are heaven-bound, pilgrims who come to adore, 
to thank, to ask favors and to beg for forgiveness of sins. 


This hill is also a school of the Divine Master. Here is the 
place where one will learn the mysteries of life and the mysteries 
of death. Here is where one learns how to love God and how to 
be loved by God in return. Here is the school where one learns 
how to become a saint. So then, this afternoon I would urge you 
to continue in the wonderful work of spiritual formation which 
has been such an essential part of your life during these past 
years. I would urge you to keep on coming, and not only coming 
yourselves but also bringing others with you, that they, too, may 
learn the secrets that you have learned here at the feet of the 
Divine Master. For this is the place where one learns the an- 
swer to every question of the mind, where one finds every satis- 
faction of the desires of the mind and heart. Here is the place 
where one learns the meaning of love Divine. May I extend my 
prayerful wish and hope that God may bless each one of you 
abundantly, now and always! 





*By his own request, the remains of Archbishop O’Hara were en- 
tombed in a beautiful crypt prepared especially for this purpose be- 
neath the sanctuary of the Adoration Chapel, and dedicated to Saint 
Pius X. 
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Spreading Truth 


I N A crowded barber shop, two Catholic boys were shining 
shoes. As they deftly applied the polish and brush, they 
discussed the catechism lesson which had been assigned to them 
for their home-work. Unconcernedly, they asked each other 
questions and gave the answers. Their explanation and discus- 
sion of the Sacraments was not only theologically correct, but 
showed a spirit of real faith and absence of human respect. 
Obviously they were proud of the fact that they were Catholics 
and were attending a Catholic school where they were taught 
religion. 


Every man in the shop gave them an attentive ear, and 
without doubt many of them left that shop better informed 
about the Catholic Church than when they had entered. 

Innumerable occasions arise for Catholics to speak of re- 
ligious subjects, to explain Catholic doctrine to non-Catholic 
friends; and yet, because of human respect, they pass up the 
opportunity all too frequently. Certainly they are not expected 
to do so in a public way, unless some special occasion should 
demand it, but all should be ready and able to explain the 
Church’s teachings in a clear and simple way, and to set aright 
(with tactfulness and kindness) those who are misinformed on 
some point of Catholic doctrine. 





Candles of Raith 


LET your Lenten candle burning before the 
Blessed Sacrament represent you and keep vigil 
with Our Lord during this time commemorating 
His sufferings for you. A large wax candle will be 
burned for your intention a day and a night before 
the Blessed Sacrament exposed in one of our Sanc- 
tuaries for an offering of 50¢; for one week for $3.50; and for an 
entire month for $12.00. 


A Vigil Light may be burned in our Relic Chapel to honor relics 
of the Passion, or of the Saints. Usual offering 10¢. 
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Just One Little Day 


NE secret of a sweet and happy Christian life is learning to 
live by the day. It is the long stretches that tire us. We 
think of life as a whole, running on and on. But really there are 
no long stretches. Life does not come to us all at once; it comes 
only a day, yes, only a minute at a time. Tomorrow is never 
ours until it becomes today, and we have nothing whatever to do 
with it but to pass down to it a fair and good inheritance in 
today’s work well done, and today’s life well lived. 

It is a blessed secret this, of living by the day. Anyone can 
carry his burden, however heavy, till nightfall. Anyone can do 
his work, however hard, for one day. Anyone can live sweetly, 
patiently, lovingly, purely, until the sun goes down. And this 
is all that life ever means to us—just one little day. “Do today’s 
duty; fight today’s temptations, and do not weaken or distract 
yourself by looking forward to things you cannot see, and could 
not understand if you saw them.” God gives us nights to shut 
down upon our little days. We cannot see beyond. Short hori- 
zons make life easier and give us one of the blessed secrets of 
brave, true, holy living. 





Would You Like To Be a Benedictine Sister of 
Perpetual Adoration? 


VOCATIONS are mysterious, most personal calls of God to souls and 
their personal decision and response. Perhaps you have felt a strange 
stirring in your soul, an inclination to the religious life, but you have 
been holding back because you hardly understand your feelings. That 
mysterious force that continually attracts you may be God’s call to dedi- 
cate your life to Him as a Sister, with the purpose of giving God to souls 
and giving souls to God. You can fulfil this ideal wonderfully as a 
Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration. Young ladies who desire 
to learn more about our Benedictine Eucharistic Vocation are invited 
to write to: — 

Rev. Mother M. Carmelita, Prioress General 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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golden chance to give Jesus something special. Don’t be 
thinking of these forty days as a time of giving-up only, 
but make them a time of giving. As you know, about the 
hardest thing to give is ourselves, so, let’s make this Lent a time 
of giving a little bit of ourselves each day to Jesus. We can do 
that in different ways. For some, it may be the effort of getting 
up and going to Mass every morning or several times a week. 
For others, it may be making real effort to study and learn, in- 
stead of wasting that precious time in school. For others, it 
may be the daily effort to be kind and thoughtful of others. 
Remember how kind Jesus was; little children, sick people, the 
sad and the frightened, all loved Him for His gentle ways. Each 
one will know best what his or her own special effort should be 
and the daily working at it will bring you very much closer to 
the Heart of Jesus by the time Easter draws near! 
PRACTICE: Try, if possible, to pray the Way of the Cross daily, 
and ask Our Lord to have mercy on the sick, the suffering, the dying 
and poor sinners. 


ASPIRATION: Jesus, who died for love of me, teach me to live 
for Thee! 


| \EBRUARY brings Lent, dear Little Lovers, and with it a 


Gracie Grumblegrief 


F COURSE that wasn’t her real name; but that’s what 

everybody called her. “Here comes Gracie Grumblegrief,” 
the children would say when they saw her coming, “I wonder 
what’s wrong today?” Because one thing was always certain: 
things never went right for Gracie. Although she lived in a com- 
fortable house in a pleasant country town, with loving parents 
and happy brothers and sisters, still for Gracie something was 
always wrong. If it was a bright sunny day, she was sure it 
would rain tomorrow; if her friends suggested a certain game, 
Gracie could usually be found sulking because she wanted to 
play something else. When the weather was warm, she just 
knew no one felt the heat as much as she did, and even the 
mosquitoes seemed to like to bite her better than anyone else. 
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Excitement was in the air at St. Ann’s school. For weeks 
the annual spring picnic had been awaited, and at last the 
longed-for day was at hand. Gracie made sure that no one 
would see the little ray of sunshine that glowed in her heart, and 
she also made sure that there were enough dark clouds to keep 
it from shining too brightly. “It will probably rain anyway,” 
thought Gracie, “and spoil all the plans.” Still, she did want to 
go, and grumble as she might, picnics were special occasions. . . 

Thursday morning, the day set for the outing, dawned 
bright and sunny. Gracie just knew it couldn’t be true. Then, 
suddenly, she realized that something was wrong. The clock 
told her it was time for breakfast, but Gracie missed her Moth- 
er’s cheery, “Good morning, dear!” that had always greeted her. 
She ran hurriedly to her Mother’s room, only to find her lying 
in bed, and very sick. “Gracie, I shall have to rest and will need 
your help. Kathy and Michael have not had breakfast, and the 
baby will soon be waking. Would you be willing to sacrifice 
your picnic today?” 

Gracie’s first impulse was to grumble and to exclaim, “See, 
I just knew it!” But her Mother’s pale face made her realize 
that now was the time to forget herself and to think of others. 
Choking back her tears of disappointment, she said, “Of course, 
Mother, just rest quietly and don’t worry about a thing. I'll 
take care of the house and I’ll call Doctor Brown right away.” 
From early morning till late that night it was a busy Gracie who 
kept the house, cooked the meals and lovingly cared for.her 
mother and her little sisters and brothers. And when the doc- 
tor reported that her mother would have to remain in bed for 
some days, it was a gracious, smiling Gracie who exclaimed, 
“Mother, don’t you worry about a thing; I’ll take care of every- 
thing until you are well!” 

Lying in bed that night, tired after the long busy day, 
Gracie smiled and breathed a little prayer of gratitude. Why, 
she was really happy, with a new kind of happiness, and deep 
down in her heart she knew why. At last she had learned her 
lesson—that it is in giving that we receive; it is in forgetting our- 
selves and helping others that we find true happiness. 

No one knew just what had happened or how it had hap- 
pened, but it was plain that something had happened to Gracie. 
Her grumbles had been changed into words of kindness and 
joy, and the frowns that had made her look so very unpleasant 
had given place to radiant smiles. Why, Gracie was even pretty 
when her face was lighted with happiness! And her name? No 
longer was she called “Gracie Grumblegrief,” but “Gracious 
Gracie,” for she had become a generous, gracious little girl, 
happy in trying to make others happy. 
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A Time of Opportunity 


That Is Just What LENT Is — A Time of Grace, of 
Renewed Courage and of Closer Union with Christ. 


The following booklets will help you achieve each of these aims. 


Treasures of the Mass 


The Mass is Calvary made present; it is Christ’s daily Sacri- 
fice, which brings salvation to the individual soul. To draw more 
from your Lenten Mass-going, read this booklet, which can truly 
be called a treasure, explaining as it does the wealth, the power 
and the meaning of the Mass. 128 pages, 50¢ 


Heart Talks with the Man of Sorrows 

Ideal for Lenten devotions are these heart-to-heart talks with 
Christ in His Passion. They will help you to live with Him and 
realize better His sufferings and His love. 20¢ 


The Way of the Cross 


Take this purse or pocket-sized booklet with you when you 
visit the Church on your way to or from work or home. It takes 
only a few minutes to pray the Stations, yet it is one of the most 
powerful and richly-indulgenced of devotions. These beautifully 
illustrated reflections on each Station, prayers in honor of the 
Passion and the Seven Last Words will bring home to you the 
intense love which induced Jesus to suffer and die for us. 15¢ 


From Olivet to Calvary 


Designed to help you appreciate how much Christ loves you, 
as you accompany Him from the Garden of Olives to Calvary. 
Ideal for Lenten Holy Hours and for Holy Week. 15¢ 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 

The Precious Blood of our Savior, shed for us on Calvary, 
offered daily in the Chalice, is the sure pledge of our salvation. 
Learn more of this powerful devotion from this booklet. 15¢ 


Devotion to the Holy Face 
Devotion to the Holy Face is one of the oldest and most effi- 


eacious devotions, with wonderful promises attached. 15¢ 
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